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REPLY 


T   O 


A  LETTER  addreffed  to  the  Right  Hon. 
George  Grenville,  ^c^ 

THOUGH  I  publifh  thefe  Thoughts  under  the  Title  of 
A  Reply  to  a  Letter,  yet  I  addrefs  them  to  the  Pub- 
lick,  and  not  to  the  Writer  of  that  Epiftle,  becaufe, 
if  I  am  right  in  my  Conjedures  concerning  him,  he  is  one  with 
whom  I  do  not  wifh  to  have  any  publick  or  private  Intercourfe. 
If  the  ftrongeft  Marks  of  Refemblance  do  not  deceive  me,  it 
proceeds  from  that  Pen,  which  has  already  expreffcd  fo  much 
efteem  for  the  whole  Legiflature,  and  fo  much  particular  Ref- 
pea  for  the  Crown.  The  fame  Elegance  of  Language,  ftrid 
Adherence  to  Truth,  and  Juftnefs  gf  Reafoning,  appear  in  this 
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Letter,  M  have  fo  eminently  diftinguiAeJ  the  Writings  of 

be  miftafcen  m  the  very  Hand,  as,  indeed,  I  neither  pretend 
nor  w.h  to  be  .n  exaft  Connoiffeur  in  this  icind  of  S^ 
but  th    S,m.htude  of  Manner  is  fo  ftriking,  and  the  Sources  of 
^■s  falfe  Co.ounng  fo  plain,  that  I  thinlc  I  may  venture  to  fay. 
I  know    /..  SM     This  Confideration  would  have  kept  I, 
filent,    (for  I  o^vn  I  have  no  Ambition   to  appear  on  a  Level 
w.th  any  of  the  Writers  of  that  Clafs)  if  I  had  not  thought 
that  a  Reipea  was  due,  both  to  the  Rig/,t  Honourable  Gentle- 
man,  to  whom  the  Letter  is  addreiTed.  and  to  the  Pubiick. 

Tne  Gentleman  attacked,  has  paflbd  a  political  Life  of  more 
than  twenty  Years,  free  from  thofe  Accufations  of  AvarL" 
orAmbu^on  of  Pride  or  Falfehood,  which  have  difgraced 
fo  many  of  his  Cotemporaries,  and  it  is  therefore  buf  bare 
Jufttce,  by  refuting  thofe  groundlefs  Calumnies,  which  the 

ttePorrT        ;  '°.-^r'"""  '°  him  that  general  Efteem,  for 
tae  Poffefton  of  whrch,   every  fenfible  Mind  is  fo  eager 

A  Refpea  for  the  Publick,  was  another  Motive :  Ihey  have 
a^Rrght.  and  tt  is.f  Importance  to  them,  to  be  inftruid  „ 
the  Truth  of  Fafts  offered  to  them  :  It  is  of  Confequence 
that  they  fhould  know  where  to  place  their  Efteem  aright  ani 
on  whom  to  reft  tl,at  Confidence,  which,  when  unifed  1^ 
he  Favour  of  *e  Crown,  forms  that  broad  Baf.s  of  a  co.fti: 
tutional  Adminiftration.  tomtt- 

To  promote  this  honeft  Purpofe,  as  it  may  eafily  be  believed 
L  th"  iT  ''f^''  '"  "^"'^^^  "^-^  "-  Inclinatir  ; 
2e«„  and  whjft  lam  coafcxcus  that  this  proceeds  from  better. 

Motives 
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Motives  than  private  Intereft,  or  even  private  Friendlliip,  I 
fliali  fubmit,  without  Ruluctance,  to  the  Appellations  of  a  hired 
Advocate,  who  fooUJldy  I'indicates  the  minijlerial  Caiife^  which 
has  been  already  promifed  by  the  Independent  JVhig,  to  any 
Man  who  fhould  venture  to  contradid  him. 

It  is  not,  however,  of  any  Confequence  to  the  Nation,  by 
what  Hand,  or  with  what  Defign,  the  Attack,  or  the  Defence, 
of  any  Minifler  is  made.  Whether  the  Fa£fs  produced  in  iVc- 
cufation  or  Support  of  him  are  true,  is  the  only  Queflion  in 
which  they  are  interefled. 

To  the  Confideration  of  thefe  it  it  propofed  to  confine  this 
Reply.  In  which  fuppofing  that  the  Author  has  addreffed 
the  Letter  to  that  Perfon  againfl  whom  he  had  the  ftrongeft 
Proofs  of  Guilt.  I  propofe  to  reflrain  myfelf  to  thofe  Facfs 
which  relate  to  Mr.  Grenville  alone;  There  are  others 
which  comprehend  that  Gentleman,  but  relate  chiefly  to  the 
I'wo  Secretaries  cf  State. 

Thefe,  and  the  Reafonings  upon  them,  feem  to  be  little 
more  than  a  CoUedion,  (and  I  think  not  a  judicious  one)  of 
what  had  been  already  publiflied  in  the  Neivs  Fapers,  and  cir- 
culated in  llaiid  Bills,  and  which  being  only  calculated  to  ferve 
the  Purpofcs  of  the  Day,  neither  deferve,  nor  can  bear  a  re- 
gular Examination :  They  have,  however,  received  frequent 
and  fufficient  Anfwers,  and  I  fhall  not  fubmit  to  reply  to  all 
the  trite  Obfervations,  falfe  Reafonings,  and  unguarded  Abufe, 
which  is  contained  in  this  Repetition  of  them. 

I  have  only  to  premife,  that  the  Manner  and  Style  of  the 
Letter  do  not  tempt  me  to  an  Imitation  of  them. 

B  2  Mr, 
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Mr.  Grenville  may  probably  think  it  an  Honour  to  have 
been  drawn  in  the  fame  grofs  Colours,  and  by  the  fame  Pencil 
which  has  fo  lately  abufed  his  Majier, 

It  might  indeed  involve  me  in  the  Accufation  of  ralfing  and 
fomenting  a  Cry  agai?2ji  Mr.Wi'LYLESy  wqvq.  I  to  hazard  my 
Sentiments  upon  Language  like  that  of  the  Letter.  I  recoiled: 
too,  that  the  great  Clajjicky  in  this  kind  of  Writing,  the 
North  Briton,  will  probably,  \i  Privilege  does  not  inter- 
fere, become  the  Subjedt  of  a  judicial  Decilion,  and  it  might 
be  thought  Prefumption  in  me  to  endeavour  to  anticipate  the 
Judgment  of  thofe  Criticks  to  whom  the  Conflitution  has 
referred  the  Confideration  of  this  Species  of  Style ;  I  mean 
a  Court  of  Jujiice, 

My  fmgle  Objedl  is  to  conlider  the  Faffs  which  the  Author 
of  the  Letter  has  advanced  againft  the  Perfon  to  whom  it  is 
addrelTed ;  and  I  engage  in  the  Confideration  of  them  the 
rather  becaufe  they  feem  to  hold  out  to  the  World  a  higher 
Authority i  and  are  diftinguiflied  by  t\\2ii  fngular  Inaccuracy  (for 
I  will  not  at  prefent  give  it  a  harder  Name)  which  charadte- 
rifes  the  Hand  from  whence  they  pretend  to  be  derived.  I 
jfhould  firft  honeflly  confefs,  that  I  have  been  much  difap- 
pointed  in  the  Expedlations  I  had  formed,  as  to  the  Number 
of  them.  I  had  thought  that  the  Minifter  now  at  the  Head  of 
the  Treafury,  would  have  been  reproached  with  having  placed 
the  Farmers  of  England  upon  the  fame  advantageous  Foot 
with  the  Planters  of  the  West -In  dies,  by  the  Hax  on  Spirituous 
Liquorsy  of  which  he  was  fo  notorioufly  the  Author.  With 
having  officioufly  invaded  the  Province  of  Finance,  and  of 
having  raifed  alnioll  a  Year's  Supply  by  a  Regulation  of  Police  3 

with 
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with  having  undertaken  the  Defence  of  the  Labourer  and  Ma- 
nufadlurer,  by  his  Oppofition  to  the  Tax  on  Strong  Beer. 

I  was  prepared  to  fee  him  reproached  with  having  fliewed 
himfelf  abfolutely  unquahfied  for  the  Department  in  which  he 
now  is  placed,  by  having  prefumed  to  declare  his  DiiTent  to 
the  very  parliamentary  and  frugal  Propojition  of  extending  the 
Vote  of  Credit  to  T^wo  Millions  Sterlings  which  is  no  more  than 
four  Times  the  Sum  which  had  ever  been  afked  in  that  Manner 
in  any  former  War ;  and  with  having,  by  his  Oppofition, 
weakened  the  Hands  of  Government,  and  encreafed  the  Load 
of  publick  Taxes;  with  having  made  it  neceffary  to  continue 
the  affembling  of  Parliaments  for  the  granting  of  Publick 
Money,  and  prevented  the  conftitutional  Approbation,  which 
it  was  intended  to  give  to  that  very  National  Meafure,  the 
German  War. 

That  it  would  have  been  objedled  to  him,  that  by  cutting 
the  Gordian  Knot  of  German  Alliances,  he  had  endeavoured 
to  prevent  the  Annual  Extra  Bills  of  that  Country  from 
amounting  to  between  three  and  four  Millions  Sterlings  an  En- 
deavour which,  had  it  fucceeded,  would  have  prevented  the 
prefent  enormous  Demands  from  the  Continent ;  though  it 
might  indeed  have  leiTened  the  Reputation  which  Great 
Britain  has  fo  long  enjoyed  for  Riches  and  Good-nature, 
among  the  opulent,  faithful,  and  difmterefled  Courts  of 
Germany. 

I  did  not  doubt,  that  I  fliould  have  feen  the  Topick  of 
Prussia  treated  at  length,  and  Mr.  Grenville  loaded  with 
the  Crime  of  having  refufed  fo  trifling  a  Tribute  as  f^,  670,000 

to 


[     8    ] 

to  tlie  FriendHilp  and  good  Fzith  of  th^it  Magnammom  Momrch, 
who  had  in  the  kft,  and  in  the  former  War,  expreffed  an  equal 
Zeal  for  the  Proteftant  Cauie,  and  the  Interefts  of  Great 
Britain.  I  thought  the  Author  would,  at  the  Hazard  of 
Tautology  (for  it  had  already  been  done  in  the  North 
Briton)  have  tied  about  the  Neck  of  Mr.  Grenville,  that 
Millftone  of  his  Life,  the  Billhj  which  t\\QSea?nen  o/^En  gland 
are  encouraged  to  fave,  becaufe  enabled  to  difpofe  of  their 
Acquifitions,  and  by  which  the  Poffibility  of  profiting  by  their 
Jndifcretions  is  taken  away. 

1  had  reafon  to  expeci:  thefe  Accufations  would  have  been 
publiflied  in  print,  becaufe  I  had  heard,  that  they  have,  in  the 
moll:  publick  Manner,  been  offered  as  real  Objedions  to  his 
political  Condua:;  and  I  did  not  doubt,  that  Mr.  Grenville's 
unpopular  Declaration  aga^jiji  a  general  Excife,  and  his  Bill  and 
Scheme  for  the  Prevention  of  Smuggling,  of  both  which  Crimes 
he  was  giiilty  in  the  Courfe  of  the  laft  SelTion,  would  have  been 
added  to  this  black  Catalogue.  Fads  of  this  Kind  were  to  be 
expeded,  becaufe  in  fuch  alone  are  the  People  interefted.  To 
ground  a  publick  Acculation  upon  private  Tranfadions,  of 
which  the  Publick  muft,  from  the  Nature  of  them,  be  ignorant, 
and  which  therefore  the  AlTertors  of  them  may  flatter  them- 
felves,  can  never  be  fully  brought  to  light ;  upon  fuch  Fads 
as  may  be  half-owned,  in  Order  to  countenance  a  Calumny, 
and  may  be  totally  difavowed  when  proved  to  be  falfe.  To  be 
l^uilty  of  this,  in  order  to  wound  a  Reputation  which  is  fafc 
from  every  avowed  Attack,  and  to  aflume  the  Name  of  an 
Independant  Whig,  for  this  Purpofe,  is  equally  mean  and 
deceitful.     By  this  Behaviour,  he  has  however  paid  to  Mr. 

Grenville 
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GREN^ittE  the  higheft  Compliment,  and  probably  the  only 
one  which  he  would  accept  of  at  the  Hands  of  this  Wnter, 
for.  with  an  Imagination  to  Invent,  and  aDifpont.on  toper- 
vert  whatever  Materials  he  finds  neceffary  for  the  Purpofe  of 
Defamation  ,  he  has  not  attacked  one  pub  ick  Meafure  of 
that  Gentleman's  whole  political  Life,  though  he  has  in  the 
Courfe  of  it  fuftain'd  the  moft  important  and  moft  refponfible 

Offices  in-  the.  State,  .        _     .  ,     ., 

The  Author,  however,  by  omitting  the  copious  Topicks  I 
have  mentioned,  (which  he  probably  did  for  the  fame  Reafon. 
^vhich  induced  him  to  pafs  over  the  whole  of  Mr.  Gren  ville  s 
private  Life)  has  encouraged  me  to  give  an  AnlWer    becatrfe. 
he   has  enabled   me  to  give  a  fbort  one  to   the   few  Faas 
which  he  has  afferted ;  and  although  they  are  all  of  a  prrntcr 
Nature,  yet  it  happens  that  they  are  of  fo  publick  a  Notonety. 
that  without  the  ineftimable  Advantage  of  a  Communication 
with     Statefmen,     in     which     the    Independant   Wing    is    fo 
happy,  the  Truth  of  tliem  may  be  eafily  afcertained.     The 
firft  of  them   (found  p.  6.)   is,  that  He  .vas  a  Solhator  at  the 
Old  Bailey.     An    Aifertion    at  once    fo  groHy   falfe,   and   fa 
ridiculous,  tliat  I  cannot  perfuade  myfelf  the  Publick  expeft  it 
fhould  receive  a  ferious  Danal.     With  equal  Truth  and  De-- 
licacv  may  Mr.  Legge  be  reproached  with  having  contributed 
to  the  fcandalous  Praftices  of  a  Wapping  Prefs-gang,   becaufe 
he  was  once  a  MidOripman ;  and  Mr.  Pitt  be  accufed  of  the 
Cheats  of  a  Recruiting  Serjeant,  from  his  having  formerly  been. 
aCornetof  Horfe,  as  aGentleman  of  Mr.  Grenville  s  Rank 
a„d  Family  be  called  a  Sollicitor  at  the  Old  Ba,ley_,  becauf. 

he  was  bred  to  the  Profeffion  of  the  Law,. 

.Another. 
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Another  Fad  is  contained  in  this  Queflion  (P.  lo.)  I  would 
—-ajk  you,  ^ir,  — whether  y  If  you  remember  any  of  your  former 
Pleadings  on  the  Behalf  of  Mr.  Amhurst,  as  Author  of  the 
Craftsman,  ^c.  It  is  fo  eafy  to  guefs  the  Anfwer  of  the 
Ktght  Hon.  Gentlema?i  to  this  Queftion,  that  I  will  venture  to 
make  it  for  him.  He  does  not  remember  any  of  his  former  Plead- 
ings  on  Behalf  of  Mr.  Amhurst.     And  I  have  the  fame  Reafon 

for   anfwering  thus,    which  the  worthy   Mayor    of 

alledged  as  one  of  the  Twenty  which  he  had  colle(5led  as  his 
Defence,  for  omitting  to  ring  his  Bells  on  the  Birth-Day  of  the 
King.  Firjly  faid  that  Methodical  Magiflrate,  We  have  no 
Bells.  He  cannot,  I  think,  remember  any  of  his  former 
PleadifigSj  becaufe  it  is  well  known  he  did  never  plead  on  Behalf 
of  Mr.  Amhurst,  nor  of  any  other  Perfon,  accufed  of  writing 
any  Libel  whatfoever.  But  {hough  we  cannot,  from  Pleadings 
which  he  never  fpoke,  guefs  what  he  thinks  of  Proceedings 
againil  Libellers,  perhaps  we  may  be  enabled  to  judge  of  his 
Opinion  concerning  the  Liberty  of  the  Profs,  from  an  Event 
which  happened  in  the  firft  Seffion  of  this  Parliament. 

An  Account  of  a  Debate  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  full 
of  falfe  Reprefentations  and  perfonal  Abufe  on  this  Gentleman, 
was  tranfmitted  to,  and  publifhed  by  an  Irish  Printer.  A 
Complaint  of  this  Infult  was  made  to  the  Houfe  by  fome  other 
Gentlemen  ;  and  they  were  proceeding  to  fummon  him  to  their 
Bar,  that  he  might  receive  the  Punifhment  he  deferved  ;  ^vhen 
the  Perfon  abufed  interpofed  his  Entreaties,  and  prevailed  for 
the  Remiffion  of  it ;  fo  careful  was  he,  that  not  only  the 
Liberty  of  the  Prefs  might  be  preferved  inviolable,   but  that 

even 
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ieven  the  Lkentloufnefs  of  it  might  not  be  retrained,  or  pii- 
nifhed,  in  his  own  Cafe,  whatever  he  may  think  neceffary  in 
the  Cafe  of  a  Libel  upon  the  King  and  the  Conftitution. 

From  this  Paffage,  to  the  lail  Paraj^^raph  of  the  Letter, 
there  is  nothing  of  which  my  prefent  Plan  permits  me  to  take 
notice. 

At  the  33d  Page  we  find  a  Number  of  AfTertions,  produ- 
ced to  fupport  the  Accufation,  or  in  the  elegant  and  proper 
Metaphor  of  the  Independant  Whig,  to  explain  the  great 
Outline,  that  he  deferted  and  deceiijed  his  Friends,  an  Affair  Vv  hich 
he  tells  us,  has  more  than  once  agitated  the  mojl  eminent  and  re- 
JpeBahle  puhlick  Companies,  and  private  Gentlemen  -,  or  in  plainer 
English,  which  has  been  often  difculTed  at  the  Dinners  of 
the  illuftrious  Patriots  in  the  Oppofition, 

An  Examination  of  thefe  AfTertions,  will  enable  the  Pub- 
lick  to  judge  who  it  is  that  endeavours  to  impofe  on  them. 

Page  33.  He  Jirji  went  and  offered  himfelf  as  Speaker  to  the 
Duke  of  Newcastle.  I  cannot  help  confidering  this  Af- 
fertion  as  an  Infult,  almofl  as  great  upon  that  noble  Duke,  as 
-upon  Mr.  Grewv^ille,  the  Principles  and  Purpofes  of  the 
Letter  are  fo  much  thofe  of  the  prefent  Ofpofition,  in  which 
his  Grace  has  thought  it  became  him  to  engage,  that  I  fhould 
underfland  the  mentioning  his  Name  in  a  Tranfadtion  in  which 
he  was  concerned,  to  be  a  fort  of  quoting  his  Authority  for 
.the  Truth  of  it,  were  it  poilible  for  him  to  have  given  this  to 
.a  direSi  Falfehood, 

Indeed  it  is  difficult  to  fuppofe,  that  there  is  one  of  that 
whole  Body,  who  does  not  know,  what  was  fo  publickly 
■known  at  the  Time  of  this  Tranfadion,  that  the  Application 

C  wa;^ 
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tv-a-s  made  not  to  that  Duke,  but  from  himj  and  that  the  Cham 
•i^'as  offered i  not  follicited. 

That  he  then  held  himfelf  out  in  the  fame  Capacity  to  Lord 
BuTE>  "JDhofe  Inter eji  he  foUicited  towards  obtaining  the  royal  Ap-^ 
probation y  is  the  next  AfTertion. 

Whoever  recoUecls  the  State  of  political  Parties,  at  the'^Time 
here  referred  to,,  will  remember  that  there  was  not  the  leafl: 
Occafion  to  follkit  the  hit er eft  of  Lord  Bute,  towards  obtaining 
the  royal  Approbation  in  this  Inftancey  and  will  therefore  believe 
me  when  laffert,  that  //  was  not  fpllicited,  though,  at  the  fame. 
Time,  he  may  well  believe,  that  it  was  not  poffible  a  Perfon, 
in  Lord  Bute's  Situation,  fhould  be  the  only  Stranger  to  an, 
AlFair,  with  which  every  other  Man,  in  any  Degree  conver- 
fant  in  publick  Bufmefs,  was  well  acquainted* 

That  this  latter  Step  was  without  the  Confent,  or  even  Know^ 
ledge  of  his  great  and  noble  Friends,  nyuft  be  falfe,  as  the  former 
is  fo ;  for  it  requires  no  great  Acutenefs  to  fee,  that  a  Step^ 
eculd  not  be  taken,  either  with,  or  without  the  Coiifent  of  his 
Friends,  which  was  not  taken  at  all. 

I  feel  a  particular  and  uncommon  Pleafure,  in  confidering 
the  next  Sentence,  becaufe  I  cannot  be  fure  that  more  thaa 
one  half  of  it  is  falfe  :  It  flands  thus  -,  he  afterwards  diJJ'embledy 
if  not  denied  his  having  done  it.  It  happens  indeed  a  little  unfor- 
tunately, that  the  only  Fad:  he  afTerts  with  Diffidence,,  is  the 
cnly  one  which  can  be  true.  Whether  Mr.  Grenville  did 
deny  his  having  dona  it,  I  really  do  not  know  5  it  is  certain,  he- 
might  have  denied  it ;  but  the  other  Part  ca?inot  be  true,  for  he 
could  not  difenibk  a.  Step  which  hi  never  took. 

That 
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'That  he  then  ivith  the  greateji  Earnejlnefs  fuppltcated  the  Sap^ 
port  of  his  great  and  noble  Friends  on  that  Qccafion^  is  another 
Allegation  abfolutely  falfe,  and  which  any  Man,  who  could 
>blu{h  at  a  Lie,  would  difdain  to  affert. 

In  Fad,  the  Progrefs  of  this  Gentleman's  political  Life, 
had  been  fo  gradual,  fo  much  the  natural  Effect  of  his  having 
palTed  with  Diftindion  through  all  the  previous  Steps  of  pub- 
lick  Office,  and  of  his  having  marked  his  Stay  in  them,  by 
fome  ufeful  public  Ad,  that  he  could  not  want  any  of  that 
Affiftance,  which  the  Independant  Whig  has  reprefented 
him  as  folliciting  from  every  Quarter,  to  place  him  in  that 
tChair,  to  which  the  Voice,  not  only  of  the  ParHament,  but 
:'of  the  Publick,  had.  already  called  him. 

That  vjhen  he  acknmvkdged  to  feveral  Friends^  the  Dejlination 
of  himfelf  as  Speaker,  he  put  it  upon  his  — perfonal  Intreaties  of 
him,  which  he  declared  iJDas  attejided  with  all  the  agreeable  Circum- 
fiances  of  the  Cabinet,  &c.  is  another  AlTertion,  which  fo  far 
as  relates  to  Mr.  G Renville's  putting  it  upon  his  perfonal  In- 
treaties of  him,  is  both  indecent  and  falfe. 

It  is  certain,  that  Mr.  Grenville  did,  at  that  Time,  receive 
•publick  Marks  of  his Approbation,  and  it  is  highly  pro- 
bable, and  I  hope  true,  that  in  fpeaking  upon  this  Subjed  to 
his  Friends,  he  did  declare  the  moft  grateful  Senfe  of  them  ; 
but  furely  he  could  not  exped  to  fee  that  Declaration  repeated 
in  a  fcandalous  Pamphlet^  and  imputed  to  him  as  a  Crime, 
except  by  thofe,  if  any  fuch  there  are,  who  could  thir/k  it 
proper  to  repay  much  more  fubjlantial  Marks  of  royal  Favour, 
with  Ingratitude  and  publick  Infult. 
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On  fuch  Proofs  as  thefe,  the  Lidependant  Whig  I^s 
grounded  his  AlTertion,  that  this  Gentleman  deferted  and  decei-^ 
ved  his  Friends.  I  have  contented  ^lyfelf  with  appeahng  to  the 
Knowledge  of  the  Publiek,  for  tJie  Refutation  of  this  impu- 
dent Charge.  faUe  in  the  w^hole,  and  every  Particular  of  it  y 
happy  that  I  have  been  able  t©  do  it  without  being  obliged  to 
deal  in  private  Anecdotes,  or  to  enquire  into  Family-Tranfac- 
tions,  which,  however  advantageous  the  Publication  of  them 
might  be  to  themfelves.,  and  however  tempted  or  provoked^  the. 
Wife  and  Generous  will  ever  wiih  to  conceal. 

An  Enquiry  of  this  Nature,  if  it  had  been  in  my  Power, 
would  to  me  have  been  a  moil  odious  Tafk,  even  though  it. 
might  have  contributed  to  fui-nifh  fuch  Materials  as  would  ena- 
ble the  Publick  to  judge,  on  whom  the  Charge  of  having  de- 
ferted ajid  deceived  could  be  laid  with  Truth»  From  thefe  falfe 
FadlS;,  this  Writer  proceeds  to  grofs  Abufe,  and  converting  the 
delicate  Raillery  of  the  North  Briton,  into  plain  English, 
calls  in  his  elegant  and  fpirited  IV-Ianner,  the  Gentleman  to 
whom  he  writes,  tedious  and  long  i.mnded. 

I  do  not  indeed  wonder  that  the  Friends  of  the  Indepen- 
iant  Whig,  fhould  think  thofe  Speeches  tedious,  which 
were  deftroying  by  a  Deduction  of  llubborn  Fadls,  the  Infiu- . 
tnce  of  an  Arch-Patriofs  Eloquence ;  but  I  do  wonder  that  the 
Advocate  of  a  Gentleman^  who  uttered  for  three  long  Hours  and 
an  half,  a  mere  Declamation,  unfupported  by  Fads,  or  'Argu- 
ments, fliould  have  chofen,  to  ufe  the  Epithets,  tedious  and  long 

winded. 

The  lafi:  Accumtion  is  found  in  Page  ,34.    He  ab.ando7ied  his 
former  Scheme  ^  and  had  the  Prefmnftion  to  take  Mr.  Pitt's  Seals. 

Whether 


Whether  Mr.  Grenville  was  really  guilty  of  any  Frs^- 
Aimption,  when  he  did  accept  the  Seals,  is  a  Queilion  which, 
neither  his  Friends,  nor  Enemies^  are  qualified  to  determine. 
It  muft  be  left  to  the  Judgment  of  his  Mailer,  and  the  Voice 
of  the  impartial  Publick ;  it  muft  be  reiled  upon  the  Merits  of 
the  Plan  of  foreign  Policy,  which  he  purfued  whilfl  he  held 
them,  and  the  Abilities  which  he  exerted  in  the  Execution 
of  it. 

There  is,  however,  a  Prefumption,  of  which  no  Gentleman 
fhould  ever  be  guilty,  that  of  alTerting  to  the  Publick,  a  diredl 
Faifehaoity  and  of  this  kind  are  the  Lines  before  us. 

Even  the  weakefl  Memory,  and  fuch  a  one  generally  accom- 
panies Sr  very  lively  Imagination,  may  remember,  that  he  decli« 
ned  aceepting  the  Seals,  vacant  by  Mr.  Pitt's  Refignation, 
though  this  Step  placed  him  in  a  very  uncommon  Situation : 
He  bad  juft  facrifi^ced  to  his  Duty  an  Employment,  which  thQ 
Independant  JVhig  fays  he  was  to  have  filled,  and  which, 
befides  its  being  moft  honourable,  was  to  have  given  him  Op- 
portunities of  exerting  in  the  proper  Place,  that  Knowledge 
and  Love  of  the  Conftitution,  and  of  Parliaments,  which  his 
Enemies  allow  him  to  pofifefs,  and  on  which  it  is  believed, 
that  he  himfelf  wifhes  to  ground  his  Reputation.  And  from  a 
Delicacy  which  (if  we  may  judge  of  their  Sentiments,  by  thofe 
of  the  Independant  Whig)  Others  fo  littk  pradlifed  or  de- 
ferved,  that  they  do  not  even  underiland  it,  he  declined  beco- 
ming the  SuccefTor  of  Mr.  Pitt. 

I  have  now  gone  through  every  Fadt  in  this  extraordinary 

performance,    which  bears  the  leaft  Relation   to  Mr.  Gren- 

■  Condu(5t  and  Charader,   and  upgn  this  3[lri(3:  Review 
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of  them  the  Reader  will  fee  or  what  Foundation  they  are 
built,  and  of  what  bafe  Materials  the  Independant  Whig 
lias  formed  his  L^^'/fr.  A  Letter  in  which  the  Gentleman  to 
whom  it  is  addreiTed,  is  reproached  with  having  foilicited  at 
a  Bar  where  he  never  appeared,  in  which  Pleadings  are  referred 
to,  which  he  never  tittered -^  in  which  he  is  charged  with  having 
made  Offers  of  Service^  "sxidi  foilicited  AJJiftarxes  in  Oppofition  to 
known  Truth  j  and  with  having  prefumptuoufy  accepted  Mr, 
Pitt's  Seals ^  in  Contradi(5tion  to  the  moft  recent  and  publick 
Notoriety. 

What   the   Publick   may   think   of  thefe  AfTertions,     and 

■of  others  of   the  like    fcandalous   Nature,  which  have  been 

lately  inferted   in   the   Publick  News  Papers,    and  circulated 

among  the  Lies  of  the  Day,   I  pretend  not  to  fay,  but  I  make 

no  Excufe  for  having  treated  them  with  fo  little  Ceremony,  as 

"to  call  them  Falfehocds,   or  for  the  Contempt  which  I  exprefs 

for  a  Writer  who  could  fubmit  to  the  Labour  of  conveying 

to  the  Publick  fuch  Fads,   as   the  Knowledge  of  almoft  every 

-  Reader  would  enable  him  thus  to  contradict  3  and  for  the  Caufe 

which  can  hope  to  derive  Support  from  Arts  like  thefe. 

I  take  my  Leave  of  both  in  the  Words  of  Tully.  Deinde 
-admonitum  te  lolo  ut  ea  in  alter  urn  ne  dicas  quce  cum  tibiY-Aio  re- 
fponfa  fint  erubefcas -J  ^is  eji  enim  cui  Via  ifla  non  pateat  ?  Sed 
;  ifiarum  partium  cidpa  eJi  eorum,    qui  te  agere  volueriinf. 

But  although  I  willingly  take  my  Leave  of  the  Compofition 
•of  the  Independant  Whig,  the  Words  which  he  has 
quoted,  as  thofe  of  an  admired  ClalTick,  deferve  more  Conii- 
deration.  They  were  indeed  the  firft  Inducement  to  me,  as  I 
doubt  not  they  were  to  others,  to  cafl  my  Eyes  on  the  Letter, 
to  which-  they  are  preiixedi  1  had  the  Curiofity  to  fee  in  what 

Maimer 
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Manner  the  Charader  which  they  contain  could  be  applied;  to, 
a  Gentleman y  who^  in  the  Judgment  of  the  World,  was  as  re- 
markable for  uniform  Confiftency,  and  Steadinefs  of  Opinion, 
as  other  Minifters  have  been  for  the  avowed  Flexibility,  and 
open  Proftitution  of  ito 

They  are  indeed  written  in  a  Manner  fo  very  different  from 
that  of  the  Letter,  and  the  Want  of  Coherence  between  the 
Mot  to.  2.nd  the  Subjedi,  is  fo  great,,  that  it  rerninds  me  of  the 
Pradlce,  which  we  are  told  now  obtains  in  Greece,  where  to 
the  moft  elegant  Portals,  the  Pwemains  of  ancient  Art,  the 
prefent  Inhabitants  join  Houfes  built  without  any  Attention  to 
the  Truth  of  Proportion,  or  to  Ufe. 

The  ExpreiHons  of  this  Quotation  are  lively,,  and  the  Cha-^ 
rader  it  paints  is  flrongly  marked.  It  remrains  only  to  confider,, 
whether  it  is  applied  with  Juftice.  In  order  to  do  this,  it  will 
be  neceflary  to  feparate  it  into  the  feveral  Features  which  com^ 
pofe  it, 

But  before  I  attempt  It,  I  cannot  help-  remarking  the  Ill- 
Fortune  of  the  Writer,  who  has  chofen  thefe  Word3>  and 
quoted  for  them  the  Authority  of  Sallust.  They  are  well 
known  to  be  liki^  Words,  not  o^  that  Hi/Iormn ,.hxit  of  fome 
Reclaimer ,  who  has  chofen  to  exercife  his  Wit  and  Malice 
againft  that  honeft  and  able  Statefman^  Cicero;  againfl  One, 
whofe  FnV;;^7/z/'j  were  ever  fubfervient  to  the  Intereils  of  his 
Country,  who  had  endeavoured  to  promote  the  Happinefs  of 
the  State,  Iry  cementing  an.  Union  between  the  t'mo  Parties  into 
which  it  had  been  divided ;  who,  by  having  the  Prefumption  to. 
accept  tli€  Consul/flip  w/f/VA  Catai^ine  had  loji,  blafled  for  a 

Time 
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Time    all  the  Efforts  of  a  corrupt  Arifiocratic  FaBon,    and 
who  was  the  trueft  and  wifell  Patriot  of  his  Age. 

The  Authority  of  a  Porcius  Latro  (for  he  1  think  is 
guefled  to  have  been  the  Author)  fpeaking  thus  of  fuch  a 
Character  as  that  of  Tully,  does  not  give  Reafon  to  expedl 
Truth,  and  would  not  encourage  a  judicious  Writer  to  make 
that  Sentiment  his  Grouiid-work. 

Let  us  however  now  examine,  v/hether  the  Author  has  been 
more  fortunate  in  the  Apphcation  of  this  Sentence,  than  in  the 
Source  from  whence  he  drev/  it.  And  on  this  Subject  the 
Materials  for  the  Decifion  are  already  before  the  Publickj 
the  Facfts  which  are  to  determine  the  Propriety  of  the  De- 
fcription,  mufl  have  pafled  before  the  Eyes  of  the  moft 
numerous  and  moft  refpedable  Affemblies,  who  will  them- 
•felves  recoiled:  and  apply  them. 

If  the  Gentleman  whom  I  have  undertaken  to  defend,  had 
been  guilty  even  of  a  tenth  Part  of  thofe  which  form  the 
Charaiter^  he  would  ftill,  I  hope,  have  fo  much  Senfe  of 
Honour  left,  as  to  blufh  and  hang  his  Head,  upon  being  re- 
proached with  them,  inftead  of  boafling  an  unembarraffed 
Countenance,  and  uiing  bold  AfTertions  for  the  Denial  of  them. 

^em  maxume  odijii,  ei  maxume  obfequeris .-^^Tou  ohfequioujlj 
fubmit  to  him  whom  you  mofi  hated. 

It  is  thus  the  Charader  begins. — It  marks  fuch  a  Tranfitioji 
from  -fudden  Hatred  to  flight  Friendfhip,  fuch  a  Verfatility  of 
Paffion,  as  thofe  who  recoiled  Mr.  Grenville's  Condud, 
will  not  remember  in  it. — It  would  have  been  quoted  with 
•more  Propriety  if  that  Gentleman  had,  by  the  mofl  indecent 
-mA  offcnfive  Exj)refrions   in  a  publick  Affembly,   drawn  on 

himfelf 
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himfelf  the  Perfonal  Difpleafure  of  his  Sovereign,  and  had 
afterwards  fubmitted  to  flatter,  in  that  vei-y  Place,  the  moft 
exceptionable  Meafures  of  his  Government. 

If  he  had  violated  by  his  Invedlives,  the  fecret  RecefTes  of 
the  Palace  3  had  held  forth  the  Character  of  an  Alice 
Pearce,  as  the  Obje6l  of  publick  Hatred,  and  had  defcribed 
her  Chamber  as  a  lurking  Corner  of  Corruption  in  the  Court ,  and 
yet  immediately  after,  had,  in  the  Face  of  the  Publicky  paid  to 
that  very  Perfon,  the  moft  conftant  and  ?noJl  objequious  RefpeSf, 
had  chofen  that  very  Chamber  as  the  proper  Scene  of  daily 
minifterial  ConfiUtations,  and  under  the  Influence  and  Direc- 
tion of  a  Lady  and  a  Foreigner,  had  fettled  all  the  important 
Interefts  of  Great  Britain.  If  he  had  begun  his  publick 
Life,  by  the  moft  violent  Oppofition  to  a  Minifter,  and  imme- 
diately aftervi^ards  difov^ned  his  paft  Condu(5l,  and  had  meanly 
endeavoured  by  courting  his  Brother,  and  all  his  Friends,  to 
rife  among  the  Remains  of  that  Party,  whom  he  had  fo 
groflly  abufed. — If  after  having  flattered  and  reviled,  united 
with,  and  deferted  every  Minifter,  to  whom  Ability  or  Accident 
had  given  Power,  he  had  finifhed  his  political  Changes,  if  yet 
they  are  finifhed,  by  connecting  himfelf  with  that  Perfon,  to 
whom  he  had  offered  the  moft  publick  Marks  of  Contempt, 
and  whom,  in  almoft  every  Seflions,  having  abufed  and  com- 
mended, threatened  and  fupported  by  Turns,  he  had  not  long 
fince  devoted  to  the  Block. — If  he  had  once  endeavoured  to 
infpire  the  Nation  with  the  moft  anxious  Fears  of  the  military 
Power  of  another  'great  Perfon,  and  had  afterwards  laboured 
to  reftore  and  encreafe  that  very  Power,  which  he  himfelf  had 
reprefented  fo  dangerous  to  the  Safety  of  the  State, 
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AlivJ  flans,  aliiid  fcdens  de  Republica  jentis. —  Vou  thhik  OM 
"^hing  of  the  Commonwealth  when  you  are  ftanding,  another 
wiien  you  are  fitting. — To  whom  arc  the  Words  and  Import  of 
this  Sentence  apphcable  ?  Whom  has  the  Houfc  beheld  con- 
demning in  a  Speech  from  his  Seat,  Terms  of  Peace  more  ad- 
vantageous than  thofe,  which  in  a  former  Seflion  he  had  appro- 
ved ovihis  Legs?  and  reproaching  a  Mihiflry  with  having  ceded 
for  the  valuable  PofTeilion  of  the  Graxades,  and  the  three 
Nlutral  Islands,  that  very  Ifland  of  Guadalupe,  wdiich 
the  printed  authentic  Memorials  prove,  that  he  himfelf  had 
confented  to  relinquith,  without  making  any  il:and,  or  even 
afking  for  it,  any  Equivalent  or  Compenfation.  His  maledicu, 
illos  odifii. — 'Thefe  you  revile,  thofe  you  dttefled. 

This  expreffes  an  Intemperance  of  Tongue,  which  is  gene- 
rally united  to  that  wavering  Chara6ler  the  x^^-uthor  had  been 
defcribing,  which  changes  its  political  Maxims  with  every 
Profpecfl  of  Advantage,  and  loads  the  fame  Perfons  by  Turns 
with  Satire  and  Panegyrick.  But  is  this  true  of  the- Gentleman 
to  wliom  the  Independant  Whig  could  apply  the  Words  ? 
Can  any  Man  or  Body  of  Men  accufe  him  of  having  once  fpo^ 
ken  of  them  in  unbecoming  Terms,  amidft  all  the  Changes 
of  publick  Situation  ? 

lie  never  exprcffed  fo  much  infolent  Contempt  for  any 
Gentlemen,  as  to  defcribe  them,  under  the  Chara<5ler  of  trou- 
blefome  and  oifenfive  Infedts,  and  to  compare  to  the  hriijlung 
away  of  Flies,  his  Defertion  of  thofe  v/hom  he  fometimes  called 
the  great  conflitutional  and  uncorrupted  Part  of  the  Nation. 

He  never  endeavoured  to  load  with  the  mofb  invidious  Im- 
putation, the  Place  of  his  Education,  paving  its  very  Streets 

with 
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With  Jacobkifm,  becaufe  it  could  have  reproached  him  wl'th  die 
duplicity  of  his  Cunducfl,  and  becaufe  it  was  conneded  \vith 
that  Party,  whom  he  then  found  it  is  Intereil  to  oppofe.  Nor 
did  he  ever  break  out  into  ungoverned  Reproach,  againfl  a 
Minillcr  to  v/hom  he  owed  the  very  Seat  from  whence  he. 
uttered  it. 

The  following  Words,  Levijjume  transfugiiy  neque  in  hac,  ne- 
que    in  ilia  Parte  Fidem  hahes. — Inconfiant  Defertery   you  keep 
your  Faith  ivith  neither  Party  ; — depend  upon  the  former,   and 
can  only  be  properly  applied  to  him,  of  whom  the  preceding 
Defcription  is  juft.  — They  mull  refpecfl  one,  Vv^ho  having  ac- 
quired the  publick  Confidence,  by  the  mcft  violent  Declama- 
tions againfl  the  fmallefi:  Expence  for  the  fupport  of  a  Germa??. 
War,  had  profecuted  that  vei'yWar  with  aProfufion  of  Men  and 
Money,  unknown   to  any  former  Times,   the  fatal  EfFedis  of 
which  mufl  be  felt  and  lamented,  not  by  the  prefent  Age  alone, 
but  by  our  latefc  Pofrerity. — Who  had   declared  his   Refolu- 
tion   of   breaking    the   Ties,    which  chained  England,   like 
Prometheus,  to  the  barren  Rock  of  Han ower,  and  yet  had 
employed  the  whole  of  his  Influence,  to  bind  thofe  Chains  more 
clofely  round  us ;  and  after  having  folemnly  declared  in  Par- 
liament, that  ?iot  a  Jingle  Man  fliould  be  fent  from  England 
to  its  Aid,  had,  in  a  few  Weeks  at  mofl,  adopted  in  its  utmoft 
Extent,  that  very  Meafure  which  he  had  profcribed,  and  tranf- 
pjrted  the  Army,    and   cxhaufted  the   Refource  of   Great 
Britain,    to  defend  that  Electorate,  which  he  once  thought 
of  fo  little  Importance,    that  he  declared  he  could  not  find  it 
upon  the  Map,  and  the  very  Name  of  which  he  wilhed  to  have 
expunged  from  the  Language  of  this  Country. 

D  2  One 
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One  who  having,  in  the  earher  Part  of  his  pubUck  Life, 
declared  his  Oppofition  to  the  Principles  of  an  Excife,  had,  in 
the  Progrefs  of  it,  openly  retraced  that  Opinion  -,  then  re- 
tracing this  Retradlion,  had  grounded- his  Oppofition  to  a 
Mode  of  it,  upon  a  flrafRing  Diilinftion,  and  finiflied,  by 
roundly  afferting,  **  that  the  Salvation  of  this  Kingdom  depended 
*'  upon  the  Repeal  of  eve7j  Custom-House  Law,  and  upon  an 
^'  Univerfal Extefifon  of  the  Laws  of  Excife" — V/ho  had  by 
Turns  oppofed  and  courted  the  Crown,  who  had  brigued  an 
Entrance  into  every  Clofet  which  he  thought  had  Power, 
and  an  Union  with  every  Man  or  Woman  who  could  encreafe 
his  own.— Who  had,  in  Succeffion,  u?iited  with,  reviled,  coni^ 
mended,  abandoned,  and  ridiculed  the  zealous,  fond,  believingr 
obfequious,  confiding,  fupporting,  acquiefcing,  bearing  and  for- 
bearing Country -Gentlemen, Who    had    attacked,   flattered, 

infulted,  and  joined  the  venal,    virtuous,    corrupt,    conflitutional, 
factious,  patriotic  Whigs, 

The  Charadler  to  which  fuch  repeated  political  Changes 
belong,  and  the  Confequence  of  them  (however  deferred  for 
the  prefent  by  the  Int^refted  Support  of  any  Fadlion)  are  fo 
exadly  defcribed  in  two  Stanza's  of  the  very  Ode  from 
whence  the  Independant  Whig  has  taken  a  Quotation, 
that  I  wonder  he  did  not  fee  they  would  properly  accom- 
pany  the  Motto  to  his  Letter. 

The  Pvcader  will  give  me  Leave  to  fupply  this  his  OmifTion, 


Each  Hour  a  different  Face  he  wears. 

Now  in  a  Fury,  now  in  Tears, 


Now 


[     23     ] 

Now  laughing,  now  in  Sorrow, 
Now  he'll  command,  and  now  obey, 
Bellows  for  Liberty  To  day. 

And  roars  for  Power  To-morrow. 
At  Noon  the  Tories  had  him  tight. 
With  ilauncheft  Whigs  he  fupp'd  at  Night. 

Each  Party  try'd  t'  have  v/on  him. 
But  he  himfelf  did  fo  divide. 
Shuffled  and  cut  from  Side  to  Side, 

That  now  both  Parties  iliun  him.- 

This  is  a  Copy  from  that  Pidiure,  which  the  Motto  to 
the  Letter  prefents  to  us.  I  confefs  that  it  is  a  faint  Copy,  for 
it  is  not  eafy  to  do  Juftice  to  the  Subject,  though  a  Mafcer 
Hand  would  have  included  many  more  Features  of  Re- 
femblance,  but  it  is  a  faithful  one,  and  fuch  as  may  enable  the 
Reader  to  judge,  whether  it  refembles,  in  any  of  it's  Lines,  the 
Perfon  to  Vv^hom  the  Letter  is  addrelTed. 

Mv  Defign  was  a  Defence,  in  Imitation  of  that  which  was 
offered  for  an  honeft  and  able  Minifter,  againft  the  Attacks 
of  the  Cabal \  I  wiffied  to  fliew,  not  what  Mr.  Grenville 
had,  but  what  he  had  not  done,  and  /  beg  (to  borrow  the 
Words  of  the  gallant  Earl  of  Ossory)  that  the  Publick 
ijoill  he  fo  jtiji  as  to  judge  of  that  Gentleman^  and  of  all  Men, 
according  to  their  Actions  and  their  Ccunfels. 

This  Defign  is  now  compleated.  I  have  endeavoured  to  re- 
ply to  the  FaBs,  and  the  Motto,  which  are  the  only  Parts  of 
the  Letter  worth  an  Anfwer,  and  I  have  {hewn  the  former  to 
be  falfe,  and  the  latter  to  be  chofen  without  Judgment,  and 

applied  witliout  Propriety. 

E  In. 


[     H    ] 
la  the  Execution  cf  this  De%n,    the  Reader  will  not  fl.d 
any  Scraps  of  fecrct  IMory,  for  indeed  I  do  not  prete./.o 
..e  knowledge  of  any  Fafts,   but  fach  as  are  of  publick  l.o. 
«-'.cy;  I  Iiave  no  means   to  procure.  Intelligence  of  pnvne 
Scandal,  nor  do  I  wiO.  to  deal  in  Anecdotes ^f^^teLSE 
hovever  notonous  the  Trtuhs  are.  which  might  be  confirmed 
t'    tllfe    f '^  T  °^^-ffions.  which  I  have  alluded 
t  ue      nf<^*      7  T   '^  ^W'iie-d,  but  if  they  ihould  be 

^ue  and  Aould  remind  the  Read.r  of  any  other  Perfon  he 
wou  d  not  be  mdebted  to  me  for  this  Portrait  of  him,  b^'t  to 
the/r;.W^  Zea/  of  the  Mepc„da^,  Elug. 

If  the  wild  Precipitation,  and  Indifcretion  of  that  Writer 
would  h,ve  allowed  a  Moment's  Reflcdlion,  he  wouW  i ave 
done  wifely  to  have  recoUefted  the  Words  of  Terbncb 
1  nope  1  may  be  permitted  to  auote  in  m,z  'r  \   i 


FIN 


S. 


yf 


